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Friends of Merrymeeting Bay win legal victory against dam operators

by Chiris Chase
Coastal Jourmal siaf

MIDCDAST — The Federal
St Uit of - Agpady u
Baoston has reversed the dismissal

shad from turbines of hydrockec-
wic dams along the Kenneheo
River.

Brookfickd Asset Management, Fi
was kept alive by a Clean Water
Act agreement that went into
place when the Edwards Dam,
located on the Kennebec, was

iedman. “Language went into
the water quality certificates of
«each dam at the removal ™
The court of appeals eversed
U.S. District Judge George
Singal’s decision that the groups
could not prove their case. Now,
Rl vl R e bl e el
look.

Accorfing to Fricdman, the o

Clean  Water Act

hydroelectric turbines in the fver.

“Ther: was language that says

in the agreement, “IF the dam

owner desires to pass fish through

the turbines ﬂmlﬁcyhmlndn
said Fricdman.

Friedman said Brookficld has
not done any of those studies, but
has continued to operate the tur-
bines. To meet the requirements

agreement, Brookficld has

The lawsuit, brought by cvolved after the removal of requires that Brookfield perform
Environment Maine and Friends Edwends Dam.” said Friends of studies on the total “take” of
of Memy ing Bay against Mermy ing Bay Chair Ed salmon cansed by operating
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i jon will not
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through them.

“The certifications take the
common-sense view it is unsafe
for adult salmon and shad to be

<

Iﬂmﬁ!ﬂllgﬂﬂdlh:dﬂn

non-urbine downstream passage:
An 18-inch mmd]lnlemllnd

“We got sent back to the same
guy who dido't think there’s a
problem with an 18-inch roand
hole within a 1,000 foot dam”
said Fricdman.

According to Zev Komman,
vice president of investor rela-
tions for Brookfield, the company
15 committed to making efforts to
follow regulafions and protect

According to Friedman, the
w0 specics are up against ncarly
impossible odds at the Fort

nario will be a cease of operations

during salmon migration.
“If Brookfield simply can't
Imq)aﬂlkﬁshmofnsulhlﬁ

Andross dam in The
935-foct-long dam has only one
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