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2007-2008 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 05/09/08


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Ed Friedman- 666-3372 

Subject:
Waste & Toxins in our Community
Speaker:    
Hillary Lister, IndyMedia  
When:

Wednesday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, May 14, 7:00 p.m. at the Curtis Memorial Library in Brunswick for the final presentation of their 2007/2008 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Waste & Toxins in Our Community’ features Hillary Lister of Maine IndyMedia.
If you, as an individual, go and burn your trash, you'll likely be hit with a fine. Keep junked cars in your dooryard? Probably some more fines. Smoke in the lobby of the post office? Immediate fines. Get pulled over for your car exhaust smoking? Might even get impounded. But if you're larger corporation, say a pulp and paper or waste disposal or computer chip manufacturer, you can put cancer-causing chemicals into the air, dump sludge into mountains or on farmland, release tons of asthma causing particles - and as long as you have your permits, you can profit handsomely, and even be relied upon to help make the rules that determine the guidelines of your permits.

Via air, water and soil, the health of our communities is affected by a plethora of various industrial dischargers and discharges. Often times the adverse effects of one chemical may be known. Sometime there may be no ill-effects or the effects may be unknown. In the real world however, most discharges are a blend and typically we have very little if any idea, what synergistic effects these may cause. The costs are high to our environment, to our children’s health and to the health of adults. These costs translate to worker productivity, health care costs, insurance costs, water treatment and any other area affected directly or indirectly. We spend a good deal of our time, energy and money trying to remediate the adverse effects of toxins in our community.
Lister lives in Athens and Waterville, Maine. She works with the community group Citizens Against Pollution in Town (CAPIT) and the Maine Independent Media Center. She helped to research, educate, and organize to stop a toxic waste incinerator in Athens and a private landfill on the Angdroscoggin River in Lewiston, and is continuing to research and work for environmental justice with community groups around the region.

The FOMB Speaker Series takes place from October-May on the second Wednesday of the month. The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with support and valuable door prizes from Patagonia Outlet in Freeport. During the summer, FOMB offers an Outside Series. Watch for the 2008 schedule.
To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Ed Friedman, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 666-3372 or edfomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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