Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2005-2006 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 02/01/06


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Sarah Wolpow: 721-0941 

Subject:
‘Legislating for the Common Good: The Courage of Your Convictions’
Speaker:    
Kathleen McGee, Doug Clopp & Rob Brown 
When:

Wednesday, February 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Beam Classroom, Visual Arts Center, Bowdoin College, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay [FOMB] on Wednesday, February 8th at 7pm for the fifth presentation of their 05-06 Speaker Series. This presentation, ‘Legislating for the Common Good: The Courage of Your Convictions’ will feature political, environmental and social organizers, lobbyists, and advocates Kathleen McGee, Doug Clopp & Rob Brown who bring more than 60 collective years of work in these fields to this presentation.

Once upon a time legislation was probably meant to be enacted for the common good. While not quite having achieved mythic status, this ideal seems to have dimmed a great deal in the face of special interest politics. Many across the political spectrum would agree that legislating for the common good is what the proper role of government should be. Another way to state this would be that government should serve in those areas where it can do so more effectively than can the individual. Excessive money in politics gets in the way. “Pork” doesn’t come cheap and as the meat sizzles and the fat melts, the money flows free so even normally “decent” legislators, lobbyists, and “allies” are not immune. It takes courage, intelligence and persistence to fight for the common good. These three speakers have years of experience of leading from their hearts and working with their brains as they advocate successfully on such issues as campaign finance reform, toxic use reduction, tax reform, affordable health care and protecting endangered species. Few advocates have gained the respect from politicians on both sides of the aisle as these three have.
McGee has been actively involved with politics since age 14. She has gone on to run a variety of political campaigns, direct the Maine Toxics Action Coalition, and recently was the director of tax reform/policy for the Maine Citizen Leadership Fund. She also was a long-time Board member of FOMB. Clopp has been the Democracy Project Coordinator for the Maine Citizen Leadership Fund. He is a recognized expert on Maine's landmark Clean Election System and has addressed this issue nation-wide. He is a long time advocate for comprehensive campaign finance reform. Brown works for Food AND Medicine developing a regional coalition in Eastern Maine to advance worker rights, a sustainable economy and health care for all. He has a background in tax reform, economic development and environmental policy.
The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The March presentation, ‘Seal Strandings: Recovery & Rehabilitation’ will feature Asheley Simpson of the Marine Animal Lifeline. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday March 8th at the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath. The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with help from the Bowdoin College Environmental Studies Program. Valuable door prizes are donated by Patagonia. Additional help is provided from the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 

To receive more information on Friends of Merrymeeting Bay’s programs call Sarah Wolpow, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 721-0941 or fomb@gwi.net.
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