Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2004-2005 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 10/15/04


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Sarah Wolpow: 721-0941 

Subject:
‘Alewives of the Gulf of Maine & the Politics of Clean Rivers’
Speaker:    
Naomi Schalit, Executive Director, Maine Rivers
When:

Thursday, October 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Beam Classroom,Visual Arts Center, Bowdoin College, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Thursday, October 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the Visual Arts Center of Bowdoin College to kick off the organization’s eighth season of their Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Alewives of the Gulf of Maine & the Politics of Clean Water’ will feature Naomi Schalit, Execitive Director of Maine Rivers.
Merrymeeting Bay drains nearly 40% of Maine and is the only estuarine system in the northeast that is host to all of the anadromous fish species in the Gulf of Maine. These fish that spend most of their lives at sea, use the Bay and lower Kennebec for both spawning and nursery habitat. While some of these species may be ancient [the sturgeon] & some are terrific game fish [the striped bass] the often overlooked but plentiful alewives form one of the most basic building blocks in the Gulf’s food chain. Alewives, one of a number of river herring species may be most often seen during their scenic up-river runs during May. Commonly smoked and eaten in the past these fish are most often preyed upon these days by osprey, eagles, gulls and seals as they pile up at dams during their runs.

Winding their way far upstream to small and large ponds and streams, free passage is critical to the success of the alewives. While they may at larger dams be trapped & trucked, or pumped & sucked around the obstacles this doesn’t happen at the many small dams that block passage. Because these fish have a very high value to the commercial fishery in the Gulf both as a key food chain item and as lobster bait this value may be well in excess of many of the dam values and thus provide economic justification for dam removals. While these fish are far more tolerant of low oxygen levels in water than many others, the cleaner the waters the more likely that the fish will have reproductive success.

The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The November presentation, ‘Whale Mail, Not E-Mail-Augusta to Boston in Seventeen Hours’ will feature Paul Wade, retired sea captain. This event will take place 7pm.Tuesday November 23 at the Maine Maritime Museum with their cooperation and collaboration. The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with help from the Bowdoin College Environmental Studies Program. Valuable door prizes are donated by Patagonia.  Additional help is provided from the Brunswick Topsham Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, and the Maine Island Trail Association.

To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Sarah Wolpow, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 721-0941 or fomb@gwi.net.
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