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Dexter W. Baker served as onlv keeoer
or ADagaoasser rornr Kange Lrgnts

A nan of sinple mealrs, tlho lived Ir Woolwich all lis life, lad $e
distinctioD of serving as the only keeper ofthe Abagadasset Point Range
Lishts ooce locared on the east bank ofthe Kennebec River about five nil€s
above Balh.

Dexter W Baker as appointed as labor,keeper Aus. 8, 1903
Accotdttqtothe Lighthouse ,igert, he received the appoirtrnent ai€r th€
lighis were flrst lit on Jme 30 oflhat year. H€ conlinned to serv€ util the
lidts were decomiss;ored so'netirne between 1927 dd 1935 when
steamboats stopped running to Augusta.

Mr. Baker took his work very senously and is r€menbered by his
gr€at-gratrddauslter as a v€ry conscjentious, responsible man. He made his
living on hs fam on the Chops Point Roa4 Wool$ach. With a meag€r
incone in ihose days, no doubt his an al sala'f of $250 a year as keep€r of
the light w6 a great financial help.

He was bom June 2?, 1864, rhe 10rh child in a fanity of 11 bom to
.Iohn and Mary (Peave, Baker Afr€r the death ofhis brotner, Franklin he
married Frarndin's widoq Canie and helped care for Cuie and Frank's
cblldren, Walter and Atda Cari€ and Dexter also had one son, Clarence E
Ba.ker After ihe ulimely death ofwalter's wife. Carrie dd Dexter took
over ti€ care of Walter's or y daughter who was a toddler Under fieir
eudance she was able to attend colleg€ and becofle a leacher.

Besides being well known d a f,m€r, Mi. Baker was very activ€ in
the atrairs of the North Woolwich Methodist Church He sefted as church
rrustee for a number ofyears util ill health forc€d him to retire a few years
before his dealh. He served as Suday school snpe.intsdent for many yea$.

It was his cusiom durjng his lifetime to faithfinly read his Bibl€ every
moming and evenirs He alNays had a workhone on the fam In 6e 1920's,
it was'Tmie" who ielped him \!1ft tne farn work dd nr the 1910's"Is.rc lLle) pulled dle plou dnd help€d *rrh de ha) ing

Cmie Baker predeceas€d her husbard in 1923. Mr. Baker died Feb. 7.
1937 althe age ofT2liom a hean ailm€n!. Only one ofhis l0 siblinss was
surviving at th. tim€ ofh;s death. tn 2004, hro grardchildrer, IFing C. Baker
ofBrunswick ard TheLDa (Baler) Pdker ofN€w Jersey, two step-sreat-
gandchildren, Manlyn (Temple) Bennett ofEllio$sville Tr". dd Hayde.
D€xler Tenple of Woolwich, and ma.y ereat-erandchildren suMve.



.ared in iheBrft Tnn.!,rd itreBAth l.de
.1-9t1

Dexrer W Baker
I-il€ LooA Rdidrtrr ofWoot*jch Diej ft Hjs Home Slndry, Ae€d ?2 yean

. ^ . . r j - : ' . 1  l l  . - 2  d . " o a !  e . r - 1  o \ \ o o . , r 1  o e o . r r 3 . , , r e o  r o r . ln nr  roFe - ' , r  m . \  md o .  .  .  r ,^ . .  r "  , i r_"
,  : ,  woor ! , .  I ,  r .o "  o .  to j , , " ,o  Vdrp- r .p \ /  BcLe ad. ,  .  r " l l \ ,  o \ ,  r  t d o . ,  F p / . q \ , \ A n . l , e , t d r -  h e \ .  ,  \ \ o  r q \ r  V e r n o a u L

: _ - : . . -  :  , ,  
. ,  r e  r p d  b e c ,  d . ,  . . . €  r o   i .  .  , . c n a , o .  r . e {

br , .  up"  in r "  , len i  o  r ,  " :u ,  a r  , .  oo l

. ,  . : . , . .  l . " r :  
o l c  . o n  f  , !  .  1  , e  B a  e .  d o b , o F r e p . o . \ ^ d l r e , B a ^ e ,

o " p b . o  L e .  . . o . 8 .  r , . n a  o o D t  . d o \  4 e i  E d , J . n r t o - 1a.d srear jrrandchildren

,  
r l e l  F d l  o e r I � o . ( d / r  F p , . o  r  o i , . t " \ o , i  w o o r , \ \ r e . _ o o \ r

La^bor--Keeprr - D.rrer \r. Bjt er ot \\oohrich. aoore. .erred os rhe ont)ren( 'er ! r^ the Abagada$rt  poinr  Range Lighrs on thr  Xentrebec Rirr rrom rcUJ unt i t  abour taJ5.  t  h is phuro n:rs r rken in tq2S ar Chops
r.urnt  neir  h is horne.  t |c  n r iJ ing his hoFc,  r .nnie.
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PIIOTO TAKI'N AT ltlfRRVllfETllC C'{IlP.Chops Point' \loolwich' D'xtcr

\t. Brteris sho*n ltolding hit gnrddatghtd! llrelna Btkerin l925 Crindp'

Brk€r dicd Feb.7. !t)37 nl lhe ige of?2 Thelma' drughier ofClrrence rnd

Ccrl!nde Bnker, arcw np nnd n.ded James P'rler' h 200't. sbe is living in Ne{

.L.seJ_. (Photo r.urles! .lThdn'n Parkcr.)
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Rememberins the 'Old Lamp Lieht€r'

by Mdilyn Tople B@ett

I remenber wben l]ly seat-sandfafter" Dexter W. Baker would take
ne with hin to tend the Abagadasset Pojst Ranse Li8hts. I lived with hixn,
dd rny parents dd brotler. on his farin which bordered the land wher€ the
lidi was located. lt was probably about 1935 during his last days ofbeing
dre light keeper lhat I recal We used to walk a shon distance nonh ofthe
fam (approximrtely a quaner ofa mile) to reach the lights.

He would fil the lishis fi'om lhe oil house and tlen clinb the tower to
light them. I was never allowed to do more than stand and wtch. I r€nenber
how tall the tower looked and how serious le was about doins the work. He
was a lovins sandfathe. He died in 193? when I was seven-years-old. H€ is
buried in Partridse Cemetery, Woolwich.



Other Information lrom the Liehthouse Dieest
Tte Abagadasset Poinl Rmge Lishts were built to Eovide indication

of safe passage aroud Abasadasset Point, which is on the west ba* ofthe
river opposite the ranse lights.

fte ligJr'" $ere fired 'ed lghrs ( lens tdremt wrh rhe fronr Iight on a
white post 15 f€et high md 25 feet above mear water and the rear lidt was
on a 26 fool white post 56 f€et above nean high water Tbe rear light was
257 yards fton ihe fiont light. A 1927 Coast Pilot referc to the ranse in
instruclions for transjtrng the Kemebec River to cardirer and Augusta,

The 1935 Light List does rot iist the range lights, so th€y were
probably discontinued and the site decommissioned sonetime betueen 1927
and 1935 when th€ stermboats stopped running to Augrsta.

In 2000, Ted Panayotoff ofthe Eins B&B in Canden locat€d the
lights, or mor€ accmtely what remains ofthexq by xsirs a handheld cPS
receiver progamed witlt the latitude and longitude coordinates ofrhe lighrs.
The location ofthe red lisht is now in a power line risht ofway and covered
with dense brush. If dy ofthe sEuchre renains it was well hidden and
couldnl be located without a difrcuft search.

Howev% lhe fiont light reMins are quite recognizable. Tte oil hoose
is still tlere (2003); a bit worse for wear but consid€rhg its age, it is not in
loo bad of shape. The stunps ofthe tower are there along wift a section of
tower leg lyjng where ia fell when il was cut doM. One comer oflhe property
is sti mdked with a gradt€ "USLHE ' mdker.

There is a barely recognizable road le.ditrs to about 100 feet frorn the
fiont lisht. A. t[€ €nd ofttre rcad tbere is a pile ofdebris, whjch seemed to be
the reninds of a $.all wooden struchue. Whelher it was related to the ranse
lighr uas not evidentfiom wlal {as leff ofrr.

Footnote
The infomarion conraided in tbis sction on Derler w Balcr w.s senr lo the

Lighlhouse l,rusum in Wells. Mai.e where n is being tepl in ttre afchives. The picture
(displayed i. rhis bookleo of hin iding his hoft, Fanni€, is ale on dhptay in the
museun. He is aho rncluded in the Aaorican Lighthous Foundation,s vid€o entitted
t,tghthadts.4 Mdtt. tt is a$ilable for $l9 9s lhrough rhefou.dation: pO Box ssg,


